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Handout to accompany the talk: Introduction to Irish Genealogy 
 

Searching for one’s Irish ancestors has been dogged by myths about the almost complete 

destruction of relevant genealogical records and the difficulties encountered in accessing those 

which have survived. Digitisation has profoundly changed the records landscape because over the 

last 20 years not only have millions of records been digitised but the Republic of Ireland has made 

the most important ones accessible to the whole world free of charge. 

The two complete Censuses, the 1901 and the 1911, and fragments of those which were destroyed 

are now online and searchable free of charge on the website of the National Archives of Ireland at 

www.nationalarchives.ie.  A special section of the newly revamped website is called Our Genealogy 

Website. This is the only website where the corrections and the pre-1901 fragments have been 

included. Both www.ancestry.co.uk (£) and www.findmypast.ie (£) have copies of the Censuses but 

without the corrections. However, they have more powerful search engines.  

The go-to website for Births, Marriages and Deaths is www.irishgenealogy.ie. Choose the button Civil 

Records. This website has the General Register Office’s transcribed indexes and images: Births 1864 

to 1918; Marriages 1864 to 1943; Deaths 1864 to 1966 (dates from their website): all the records 

and images on this website are free of charge. The GRO Indexes are also available on 

www.familysearch.org (1845/1864-1958). Both Ancestry and Find My Past have the same Indexes 

but they are divided into three sections, Births, Marriages and Deaths. Transcriptions of some Local 

Registrar’s volumes are available on www.rootsireland.ie (£). For Northern Ireland, Births, Marriages 

and Deaths after 1922 are available at http://geni.nidirect.gov.uk (£).  

The National Library of Ireland has digitised and made available online and free of charge its 

collection of Roman Catholic Parish records at www.registers.nli.ie which also has great maps of 

every diocese and parish in Ireland.  These, mainly Baptism and marriage records, have been 

transcribed and made searchable by both www.ancestry.co.uk (£) and by www.findmypast.ie (Free). 

With its millions of records, www.rootsireland.ie, has transcribed not only Roman Catholic and 

Church of Ireland records but also Presbyterian, Methodist and others depending on the county 

which lists all the records it has transcribed. Church of Ireland records for Dublin City, Carlow and 

Kerry are available on www.irishgenealogy under Church Records and its remaining Baptism, 

marriage and burial records are currently being digitised. The same website hosts Roman Catholic 

records for Cork, Dublin City and Kerry. The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland has extensive 

Presbyterian and Methodist records on microfilm at www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni. Quaker records 

have recently been digitised by www.findmypast.ie.  

Property records are another fundamental source of information about our Irish families. In the 19th 

century and well into the 20th century, the vast majority of people of the island of Ireland lived in the 

countryside. Property tax was levied not only on owners but on their tenants as well. The most 

important resource for tracing our ancestors in the 19th century is Griffith’s Valuation which is 

available free of charge at www.askaboutireland.ie; this website has maps, scans and useful tips. 

Both www.ancestry.co.uk (£) and www.findmypast.ie (£) have copies of Griffith Valuation with value 

added features; in addition, Find My Past has Valuation Office and Landed Estates Court records. 
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Both www.familyhistory.org and www.nationalarchives.ie have the Tithe Applotment Books for the 

Republic of Ireland; the ones for Northern Ireland are in Roots Ireland and on microfilm in The Public 

Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI). John Grenham’s website, www.johngrenham.com, has 

mapped the distribution of surnames and householders in Ireland in the middle of the 19th century 

based on Griffith’s Valuation. 

Newspapers are a wonderful source of family history. The website www.irishnewsarchive (£) has a 

collection of 19th and 20th century Irish newspapers. Also www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk (£) 

has a large collection of Irish newspapers from the 1820s until 1922. The Irish Times began in 1859 

and some years ago put its archive online at www.irishtimes.com/archive (£) The Find My Past 

website has quite a collection of rarer Irish newspapers. 

For people with military ancestors who fought in the British Army, www.findmypast.co.uk (£) has 

digitised military records for officers and soldiers who fought in the British Army since the 

Napoleonic Wars until WW2 as has www.ancestry.co.uk. Irish Army records are online and free of 

charge at www.military.ie. Police records (RIC) can be found in both on Ancestry and Find My Past. 

Key websites 

The main difference between free and pay websites is that the latter have a better search interface 

and can search across their entire data sets. 

Free websites 

www.familysearch.org  Has a vast number of records and other material as well as very helpful wikis. 

www.irishgenealogy.ie      Both BMD and Church records. 

www.nationalarchives.ie   Its dedicated genealogy section has both records and help. 

www.nli.ie  Has help, Roman Catholic Parish records and estate papers 

www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni Has help and specialises in Northern Ireland records 

www.askaboutireland.ie Has Griffith’s Valuation with maps and associated records 

www.swilson.info  Lots of help, maps and links 

Pay websites 

www.rootsireland.ie Has records of different churches and much more depending on the county. 

www.findmypast.ie  Has billions of records relating to Ireland 

www.ancestry.co.uk Has 125 record sets for the Republic and 56 for Northern Ireland. 

www.johngrenham.com Has surnames, place names, a wide variety of maps and links to Griffith and 

Census. 
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