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Dates Time Periods, Key Events and Types of Records 
 

1066-1154 Norman Period
1086 Domesday Book compiled – national land survey. 
1154-1485 Medieval Period
Circa 1100s onwards Earliest surviving deeds.
1200s - Present Wills, administrations and inventories. 
Circa 1216 to 1649 Inquisitions Post Mortem introduced to record when 

someone died holding lands granted by the Crown to 
establish whether the Crown had any rights. 

Circa 1200s to 1922 Manorial records.
1361-1971 Quarter Sessions records
1386-1875 Various Chancery Records of legal disputes; many 

relate to, or refer to property and land. 
From circa 1400 Borough records survive for towns and cities. 
1400s to Present Maps.
1485-1558 Tudor Period
From circa 1500s Majority of parish and local records survive. 
1536-1541 Dissolution of Monasteries; lands claimed and 

redistributed by the Crown.
1538 to Present Parish registers.
Circa 1500s to 1960 Enclosures of common land occur.
1550s First county maps appear.
From 1552 Alehouses had to be licensed.
1558-1603 Elizabethan Period named after Queen Elizabeth I
1560 Cunningham’s map of Norwich published. 
1560 The Agas map of London published.
1574-1579 Saxton’s county maps published – first one was for 

Norfolk in 1574.
1601 Introduction of the first Elizabethan poor laws. 
1601-1834 Main collections of parish poor law records created.
1603-1714 
 
1603-1625 

Stuart Period: James I, Charles I, Charles II, 
James II, Mary II and Anne. 
Jacobean Period – named after the Stuart king, 
James 1.

1649-1660 Civil Wars and Interregnum
1660-1850s Glebe terriers recording church lands and properties 

exist.
1660 Bedford Leve Corporation founded to oversee the 

draining of the Fens.
1662-1688 Hearth Tax in operation.
1663-1920 Bedford Level Corporation records survive. 
1677 First London directory published.
1680-1968 Main collections of fire insurance records. 
1683 Ogilby and Morgans maps of London published. 
1693-1963 Land Tax in operation.
1696-1851 Window Tax payable.



Tracing a House History  
Some Key Dates and Types of Records 
Gill Blanchard© www.pastsearch.co.uk  

 

2 
 

1696-1872 Poll Books published listing voters in county 
elections.

From circa 1700 Widescale publication of town, county, estate and 
country maps.

1701 First English local newspaper published in Norwich.
1702 Publication of the first national newspaper: The Daily 

Courier.
1702-1714 Queen Anne – inspires the naming of an 

architectural period.
1704 Queen Anne’s Bounty introduced to alleviate the 

poverty of parish priests.  
Included providing loans for the purchase of 
parsonage houses.

1708 Land registries begin in the East Riding of Yorkshire 
and Ireland.

1709 Opening of the Middlesex deeds registry. 
1714-1837 Georgian Period
1716 Sun Fire Insurance Office established. 
1733 General adoption of English instead of Latin in legal 

records.
1736 Opening of the North Riding of Yorkshire deeds 

registry.
1747 Window Tax reinforced.
Mid-1700s onwards Sales Particulars produced describing properties for 

sale by auctioneers and estate agents. 
1776 Gilbert's Act allows clerics to raise mortgages on 

glebe land to buy or improve their parsonages. 
1780-1832 Main period that land tax records survive for as they 

had to be deposited with local Justices of the Peace 
to prove who could vote in parliamentary elections. 

1782 End of the requirement for an inventory of goods to 
be supplied with all wills and administrations. 

1783 Hodkinson’s map of Suffolk published. 
1785 The Times Newspaper is first published. 
1785-1985 The Times Digital Archive created – available online.
Circa 1790 to 1830 Regency Period, named after the Prince Regent, 

later George IV, and overlapping the Georgian. 
1796 Legacy Tax (death duties) introduced. 
1798 Land Tax Perpetuation Act - everyone liable to pay 

land tax is listed as well as those exempted. 
1799 Income tax introduced.
1800-1910 Records of planning, street names, sewers etc. 
Circa 1800 to 1930s Most county trade directories published. 
1801 to Present National Census Returns compiled every 10 years. 
1801 First Ordnance Survey published at a scale of 1 inch 

to 1 mile.
1801 Parliamentary Enclosure Act.
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1801-1831 National census returns only record statistical data, 
but some local returns exist which give more 
information.

1832 Parliamentary Reform Act.
1832 to Present Annual electoral registers compiled except during the 

two world wars.
1835 Municipal Corporations Act widens the franchise and 

ends electoral abuses such as rotten boroughs. 
1836 Tithe Commutation Act overhauls the system of 

giving tithes to support the church and clergy by 
substituting money for payments in kind. 
Tithe Maps and Apportionments list owners and 
occupiers subject to paying tithes.

1837-1901 Victoria Era
July 1837 to Present Civil registration of births, deaths and marriages in 

England and Wales.
1839 First photographs taken.
1841-1911 Annual Census Returns – show who was living in a 

household decade by decade.
1843 Ordnance Survey at 5 inches to 1 mile published. 
1848 First Public Health Act introduced to combat cholera. 

Results in improved sewerage and indoor plumbing, 
and generate maps and other records. 

1854-1967 Rentcharge apportionments compiled 
1854 Ordnance Survey at 25 inches to 1 mile published. 
1858 National civil system introduced for proving wills and 

administrations. 
First divorce act comes into force. 
The "Great Stink" occurs in London and results in the 
construction of sewers in the capital.

1860 Francis Frith starts taking photographs. 
1862 National Land Registry begins – not compulsory. 
1863 Construction of London Underground begins. 
1867 Electoral franchise expanded to male owners of 

property with a rateable value of £5 per annum and 
tenants paying £12 per year.

1870 Property Act gives women some rights over their own 
property after marriage for the first time. 

1872 Introduction of secret ballot ends the compilation of 
lists of voters.

1873-1876  Land Valuation Survey taken and Returns of Owners 
of Land over an acre in size published. 

1874 Property Act provides some additional rights to 
married women.

1880s to Present Telephone directories compiled.
1882 Married Women’s Property Act allows women full 

rights to own property after marriage and to make a 
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will without their husband’s permission. 
First Ancient Monuments Protection Act passed. 
Hemingstone in Suffolk Tithe Map is the last to be 
compiled in England, although annotated copies 
continued into the early 20th century.

1884 Electoral franchise extended to all male 
householders and lodgers paying rent of over £10 
per year. Women could vote in local elections on the 
same basis.

1889 First of Charles Booth’s poverty maps of London 
produced.

1891 Census Returns list the number of rooms in a house 
when less than five.

1894 Local Government Act separates the last vestiges all 
parish administration from the control of the Church 
of England.

1896 Inheritance tax introduced.
1899 Land registry compulsory in London.
1901-1910 Edward VII – Edwardian Era
1903 Booth’s Survey of London Poverty published. 
1909 Housing and Town Planning Act required local 

authorities to introduce systems of town planning and 
homes to be built to certain standards. 

1910-1920 Inland Revenue Valuation Office Survey (Lloyd 
George Domesday).

1911 Census Returns include the size of a household. 
1918 Extension of right to vote means all men over 18 and 

some women can vote in parliamentary elections 
1922 Law of Property Act ends the copyhold system of 

land tenure.
1924-1969 Houses and Inhabited House Tax in force. 
1925 Law of Property Act means the seller of a house only 

has to provide title for the previous 30 years. 
1928 All women granted the right to vote.
1939 Register of civilians compiled in September. 
1941-1943 National Farm Survey.
1944 Act enabled the Ministry of Town and Country 

Planning to draw up lists of historic buildings. 
1948 Town and Country Planning Act comes into force 

requiring all new developments to have permission.
1949 Payment of land tax merged with income tax, but 

local records continue land tax abolished. 
1963 Land Tax abolished.
2003 Compulsory to register all properties with the Land 

Registry.
 


